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(U Coscnt. This information wes acquired on 4 August 1948.)

For the paet year, Commuist activitles around Tangsbap, excluding trein
derailments and eimllar nccurrences. have been of minor consequence,
Although the Communigts would have no difficulty in teking Tangshen, they
do not wish to becauee they can obtain coal and other supplies, snd
because: they would have lo feed thousands at prosent dependent on the
Kailan Mining Administrabion (KMA) for food.

The KMi is operating at n loss in order to enrich the Fuel Commission.

Although some of the traln deralling and comgequent stealing of coal is
done by local non-Communigt Chinese, most of these occurrences are known
to represent Communist activity. For inatance, three weeks ago & train vas
derailed between Chinwanitao antt Tangshan by the Cormuniaste, vho took
20,000 bags of flour imtunded f'or families of the KMA, and burned a supply
of mining timber which the traln also carried.

a, Mve vvmed Netionalist soldlier: are assignedé to zach traln for guarding,
but the guarding 1s not very efficient. Source has seen at least one
bridge blowm up a short distanco from a pillbox. '
5. Nationnlist soldiers in the Tanzshan area heve been selling ammunition te
the Conmunists, and many have deserted to the Communiste on the promise
of more pay and promotion.
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